Friday 5th March 2021
Please click on the link to see a new video message from Acting Principal Victoria Griffin https://youtu.be/YcYeGPgmQXQ
Dear Families,
We are now three days away from our long-awaited return to school. I am sure many of you - and your children are feeling a mixture of excitement and anxiety at the prospect of coming back. We have been working hard to
make sure the school is safe and we are ready to start teaching and preparing students for their next steps.
As you know, students in all year groups who were due to sit exams this summer (and those cancelled in January)
will now have Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs) and we have plans in place to ensure that - when the time comes teacher judgments are fair and fully represent the hard work students have put into their studies. When they
come back next week, we will do everything we can to settle them back into school life and then there we will
start preparing them for a series mini-assessments to inform those teacher judgements.
Last week I explained the process for students doing lateral flow tests on Monday. In summary:
●
●

Years 10 and 11 need to arrive on Monday at 9:15am and will start lessons in Period 3. There will be no
PE for Year 10 for this week and they will finish at 3.10pm. Year 11 will finish at 4pm as normal.
Years 12 and 13 need to arrive in the allotted slot (see below) for their test and then may go straight
home. They should use the remainder of the day to ensure all of their work is up-to-date before lessons
start on Tuesday morning.

Tassomai
All KS4 students have access to a revision app called Tassomai for English, Maths and for year 10 specifically, also
Chemistry. This would cost £45 per student per month if parents privately subscribed. Thank you to all parents
who returned the slip agreeing for your email address to be shared with Tassomai so you can receive weekly
update emails on your child's performance. These will begin on Monday 8th/15th March. Those who have not yet
will be contacted by school to provide that consent.
This app is important for year 10s; starting early will ensure those key concepts are clear before beginning year
11. They have already shown they are in good habits using the app regularly, and have their successes celebrated
weekly with their tutors. The year 11s need to use the app to ensure they are ready for their upcoming
assessments contributing to their GCSE grade. In total the year 11s have answered an amazing 3238 questions in
the last week, but this is not evenly spread across all students. If all were consistently using the app even for 5
minutes per day there would be closer to 10,000 questions answered

Below you will see details of how you can become a ‘Community Champion’ as Hounslow gradually comes out of
lockdown.
As ever, we are here to support and answer any questions; just get in touch if you have any concerns or need
more information.
Have a lovely weekend!
Victoria Griffin
Acting Principal

